Questions and Answers: Charging for Parking at Old Winchester Hill and Beacon Hill 
When will the parking charge be introduced?

Natural England will introduce a signage and parking charges at Old Winchester Hill and Beacon Hill carparks in January 2018.
How much will the parking charge cost?

The charges will be set to; up to 1 hour - £1.50, all day £3.00 per vehicle per day or alternatively an annual parking permit can be purchased for the cost of £25.00
Will all visitors have to pay?

No, it will be at the discretion of the individual to make a payment. We also continue to benefit from the efforts of volunteers on both reserves. These volunteers will be issued with an annual parking permit free of charge. If anyone would be interested in the opportunities to volunteer at these sites, please get in touch with our site staff.
Why are we charging and don’t we pay for this already through our taxes.

All money from charging goes back into team budgets to allow us to continue our work. It will help to supplement Grant-in-Aid that is reducing across the organisation by £12m by 2020.
Will other car parks be subject to charging?

Both Old Winchester Hill and Beacon Hill car parks have been entered into the first phase of Natural England charging for use of the car park at our National Nature Reserves. It is likely that this phase will steer how we manage our other car parking across our suite of sites nationally.
Will changes be made in due course?

This is one of very few such scheme has been put in place on Natural England managed car park. The detail will evolve as a result of experience.

What will the money raised be used for?

The money raised will be kept in the Old Winchester Hill and Beacon Hill National Nature Reserve (NNR) budget and will be used to help keep the NNR habitats, including the chalk grassland in “favourable condition”, by funding the flock of grazing sheep, with scrub management and projects to improve the site for the benefit of the rare habitats and species found here.
Will entry to the nature reserves be chargeable?

Access to both the nature reserves will remain free of charge. 
How will these changes be communicated to potential visitors?

· Relevant local parish councils and Winchester City Council and Hampshire County Council will be written to explaining the proposal

· Natural England will put up posters in each car park to provide notice of the changes – as of 4th of December
· Reserve volunteers and supporters will be alerted ahead of the introduction
· Staff and volunteers at the sites will be briefed to answer questions.

