Edition No. 22
3 April 2020

National context

Government's daily press conference

The press conference was chaired by the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care,
Matt Hancock.

The Government reported the latest coronavirus figures —137,700 tests, 38,168 tests
returned positive and 3,605 deaths.

The construction of two further Nightingale Hospitals in Bristol and Harrogate was
confirmed by the Government.

Drugs and treatments for coronavirus are being intensively researched in the UK and
the Government noted that the UK is a world-leader in clinical trials and at delivering
such trials at record pace. It was confirmed that three trials have been established on
the effectiveness of existing drugs being repurposed for the treatment of COVID-19.
The Government appealed for more patients to volunteer to take part in the trials.

The Government instructed people to continue to follow the social distancing
measures despite the warmer weather predicted for this weekend. Social distancing
measures cannot be relaxed, and people were reminded to stay at home, protect the
NHS and save lives.

The slides and datasets to accompany coronavirus press conference are available to
view online.

Business

The Chancellor has announced further support for both small and large firms affected
by coronavirus by extending the current loan scheme and announcing a new scheme to
provide government backed loans for large business - Coronavirus Large Business
Interruption Loan Scheme.

The Government has updated the business support grant funding guidance for local
authorities to include grant funding allocations by local authority.

Technology and research focussed businesses can apply for a share of a £20 million
fund to develop new ways of working and help build resilience in industries such as
delivery services, food manufacturing, retail and transport, as well as supporting
people at home.


https://s4cloudae36f1aac.hana.ondemand.com/data-buffer/sap/public/cuan/link/100/32FE688F2844687E457B034D6A07CE370DD2BC00?_V_=2&_K11_=AE4B5FA8D3232F904ECB2042B43283A49D9A1FF7&_L54AD1F204_=&_K13_=141&_K14_=d42da783f51b3e6b6d1d0b10386ee9d9103a38bc2be183465797b7f8eac7aebe
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-strengthens-support-on-offer-for-business-as-first-government-backed-loans-reach-firms-in-need
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-business-support-grant-funding?utm_source=a7a6a7e9-147d-4050-9dce-800f13b65a81&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-business-support-grant-funding?utm_source=a7a6a7e9-147d-4050-9dce-800f13b65a81&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/583/overview?_ga=2.127303949.1646050830.1585836850-380627844.1585836850

Education

Ofqual has set out details about how GCSEs, AS and A levels will be awarded this
summer and published further guidance for teachers, students, parents and carers.

The Department for Education has updated the operational guidance for further
education providers on maintaining education and skills training provision to reflect the
latest government guidance.

Economy

The House of Commons Library has published an economic update which summarises
available evidence suggesting that the UK economy has entered a recession.

Food redistribution

The Government has announced a £3.25 million fund for food redistribution
organisations to help reduce food waste and redistribute up to 14,000 tonnes of
surplus stock during the coronavirus outbreak.

Bus routes

A new funding package for bus operators was revealed to keep key routes running for
passengers who rely on the bus network for essential journeys. New funding of up to
£167 million will be paid over 12 weeks under the new COVID-19 Bus Services Support
Grant.

Community pharmacies

The Department of Health and Social Care has confirmed that community pharmacies
are receiving an advanced funding injection of £300 million. This will support them to
continue providing critical services to protect community health, including supplying
medicines and providing medical advice to patients.

Community health services

NHS England and NHS Improvement have updated the guidance setting out which
community health services should stop, partially stop or continue during the
coronavirus outbreak. The guidance applies to local authorities, Clinical Commissioning
Groups and NHS England.

Nightingale Hospitals

The first of the Government’s emergency field hospitals, to treat coronavirus patients,
opened in the ExCel centre in east London today. The NHS chief executive, Sir Simon
Stevens, has confirmed two further Nightingale Hospitals will be built at the University
of the West of England in Bristol and the Harrogate Convention Centre. Others are due
to open in Birmingham, Manchester, Belfast, Glasgow and Cardiff.

Heritage emergency fund

The National Lottery Heritage Fund has announced £50 million of funding to help
heritage organisations at risk of financial crisis due to coronavirus. Grants will be
between £3,000 and £50,000 and will be open to organisations across the full breadth
of heritage, including historic sites, museums, libraries, parks and gardens.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision?utm_source=fc6acc6b-1034-4f71-95c7-d08101560840&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/economy-business/economy-economy/economic-updates/economic-update-coronavirus-brings-recession/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Research+alerts&utm_campaign=02e85617ed-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_08_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a9da1c9b17-02e85617ed-102538921&mc_cid=02e85617ed&mc_eid=c8b1f97dc6
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cash-support-for-food-redistribution-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/almost-400-million-to-keep-englands-buses-running
https://s4cloudae36f1aac.hana.ondemand.com/data-buffer/sap/public/cuan/link/100/32FE688F2844687E457B034D6A07CE370DD2BC00?_V_=2&_K11_=EE9A3987A466950B05239E6EB7E3A7604DE8DEA7&_L54AD1F204_=c2NlbmFyaW89TUxDUEcmdGVuYW50PW15MzAxMjgxLnM0aGFuYS5vbmRlbWFuZC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0PWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmdvdi51ay9nb3Zlcm5tZW50L25ld3MvMzAwLW1pbGxpb24tYW5ub3VuY2VkLWZvci1jb21tdW5pdHktcGhhcm1hY2llcy10by1zdXBwb3J0LXRoZW0tZHVyaW5nLWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLW91dGJyZWFrP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9U0FQSHlicmlzJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTg5OSZ1dG1fdGVybT1Db3JvbmFNZW1iZXJzJTIwQXByaWwlMjAzX19fY29uZmlybWVkJTI2bmJzcCUzQiUyNm5ic3AlM0ImdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9RU4&_K13_=141&_K14_=614bf2b8238211c00d0fc64a6788c14f18bbf914d1054e9d0736cdd7355bf5bc
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDIuMTk2Nzk2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lbmdsYW5kLm5ocy51ay9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvc2l0ZXMvNTIvMjAyMC8wMy9DMDE0NS1DT1ZJRC0xOS1wcmlvcml0aXNhdGlvbi13aXRoaW4tY29tbXVuaXR5LWhlYWx0aC1zZXJ2aWNlcy0xLUFwcmlsLTIwMjAucGRmIn0.2aw3-OIyo1tNr55dXRXLqFCJ6-MqwMQ4jnK_htV4EMs/br/76978450244-l
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2020/04/nhs-to-build-more-nightingale-hospitals-as-london-set-for-opening/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/heritage-emergency-fund-launches-help-sector

Building safety

A series of measures were announced to improve building safety for new and existing
buildings. In addition, the Government’s declared that work to remove unsafe cladding
from buildings is critical to public safety and must remain a priority.

Local context

Support for vulnerable residents

The County Council has received the complete list from NHS Digital of all Hampshire
residents identified as ‘extremely vulnerable’. Activity is ongoing to approach these
residents proactively, signposting them to sources of support including
Hantshelp4vulnerable. Since Tuesday, the call centre has received 480 contacts.

The short animation which provides information and advice for vulnerable residents on
coronavirus and how to access support now includes audio. The County Council will
continue to promote this video though its social media channels.

Schools remaining open during Easter holidays

Hampshire County Council is reminding key workers that schools, early years’
educators and nurseries will be open throughout the school Easter holidays, including
Good Friday and Easter Monday.

County Council officers will be available to help parents who are critical workers and
are having difficulty accessing school aged childcare over the Easter holiday. These
parents should email epinfocell@hants.gov.uk or, for pre-school care
childcare@hants.gov.uk

National Autism Week

During National Autism Week, the Executive Lead Member for Children’s Services and
Young People, Councillor Patricia Stallard, and the Executive Member for Adult Social
Care and Health, Councillor Liz Fairhurst, have sent a joint letter to local papers across
Hampshire. The letter highlights the difficulties which children with autism may be
experiencing during the coronavirus outbreak. For information and resources on
supporting people with autism, please visit Autism Hampshire’s website.

Hampshire Cultural Trust (HCT)

HCT has launched a new blog, Culture on Call, which aims to bring culture and
communities together during the coronavirus outbreak. The blog will feature insights
into local history, craft and activity ideas and will highlight interesting objects from
their collections.

Additional links

e Hampshire County Council webpages on coronavirus (including links to press
releases): https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus

e Latest information on coronavirus: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

e NHS information on coronavirus: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-update-on-building-safety/government-update-on-building-safety#remediation-and-covid-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhjKxuUcgY4
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/3AprSchOpenHolReminder
mailto:epinfocell@hants.gov.uk
mailto:childcare@hants.gov.uk
https://s4cloudae36f1aac.hana.ondemand.com/data-buffer/sap/public/cuan/link/100/32FE688F2844687E457B034D6A07CE370DD2BC00?_V_=2&_K11_=FD02F0DE312A4D880CB21AB117D7EFC7AF48ECBC&_L54AD1F204_=c2NlbmFyaW89TUxDUEcmdGVuYW50PW15MzAxMjgxLnM0aGFuYS5vbmRlbWFuZC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0PWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmF1dGlzbWhhbXBzaGlyZS5vcmcudWsvbmV3cy1ldmVudHMvbWVzc2FnZS1mcm9tLW91ci1jZW8tY292aWQtMTk/dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1TQVBIeWJyaXMmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ODk5JnV0bV90ZXJtPUNvcm9uYU1lbWJlcnMlMjBBcHJpbCUyMDNfX19BdXRpc20lMjBIYW1wc2hpcmUlMjZyc3F1byUzQnMlMjB3ZWJzaXRlLiZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1FTg&_K13_=141&_K14_=cf1cc42a4c350f166d8cd5dea737ba04a6c7aa30369f3c4fd366dde622998066
https://www.cultureoncall.com/?utm_source=Hampshire+Cultural+Trust+Supporters&utm_campaign=6fe07e1968-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_Culture_on_Call_launch_newtemp&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc881a88b1-6fe07e1968-81156927&mc_cid=6fe07e1968&mc_eid=84b6a623e6
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

e Q&A from Public Health England on coronavirus:
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/01/23/wuhan-novel-
coronavirus-what-you-need-to-know/

e Guidance for local government:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-local-
government

e County Councils Network (CCN) coronavirus information pages:
https://www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/coronavirus-information-for-local-
authorities/

e Local Government Association (LGA) councillor guidance:
https://www.local.gov.uk/covid-19-outbreak-councillor-guidance

Deborah Harkin
Assistant Chief Executive

For any queries, please contact coronavirus.memberqueries@hants.gov.uk
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