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Government press conferences - 29 - 31st

May

On Sunday 31 May, the press conference was chaired by the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, Robert Jenrick. The Government announced that Clinically
Extremely Vulnerable people who were asked to shield can, from Monday 1 June, spend time
outdoors with members of their own household or, if they live alone, with one person from another
household. The Government will review the shielding measures again in mid-June. The work which
has been undertaken to support rough sleepers was also outlined.

On Saturday 30 May, the press conference was chaired by the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture,
Media and Sport, Oliver Dowden. The Government announced that new guidance has been published
allowing competitive sport to resume behind closed doors from Monday 1 June, but only when it is
safe to do so. A reasonable number of remaining Premier League games will be available on free to
view television.

On Friday 29 May, the press conference was chaired by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi
Sunak. The Government outlined the emergency programmes which have so far supported business
and workers throughout the pandemic. It was confirmed that as lockdown restrictions are eased these
programmes will adapt. Also confirmed was that the furlough scheme will continue until October, but in
August employers will be asked to pay National Insurance and employer pension contributions. In
September, employers will be asked to contribute 10% of the furlough grant, and in October 20% of
the grant. The Government also announced that the flexible furlough scheme will be introduced from 1
July. In addition, the self-employment income scheme will be extended, with applications opening in
August for a second and final grant worth 70% of income.

The press conference slides and datasets are available to view online: 31 May, 30 May and 29 May.
As of 4pm on 31 May, the total number of lab-confirmed cases was 274,762. The daily number of lab-

confirmed cases was 1,936. The total number of Covid-19 associated deaths was 38,489, with 113
new deaths reported on the day. The data is available to view online.

National context

Coronavirus outbreak FAQs

The Government has updated the set of frequently asked questions on what you can and can’t do
during the Covid-19 pandemic to reflect the easing of some restrictions.

Social distancing

The guidance on staying alert and safe has been updated (social distancing) to reflect new guidance
on activity outside the home, visiting friends, returning to school and shielding.

Local Government

Guidance for local councils was updated with new links to information on the NHS test and trace
service.

Green spaces

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has issued new advice on using green
spaces safely. The guidance includes information on respecting other people and the natural
environment and advice to land managers and landowners.

Sport and recreation


https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/communities-secretarys-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-31-may-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/dame-louise-caseys-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-31-may-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/oliver-dowdens-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-30-may-2020--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/elite-sport-return-to-domestic-competition-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellors-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-29-may-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-extends-self-employment-support-scheme-and-confirms-furlough-next-steps
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/slides-and-datasets-to-accompany-coronavirus-press-conference-31-may-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/slides-and-datasets-to-accompany-coronavirus-press-conference-30-may-2020?utm_source=19c3e58b-06c8-4164-a127-92bf19eeebe4&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/slides-and-datasets-to-accompany-coronavirus-press-conference-29-may-2020
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing#history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-local-government?utm_source=75ab7138-d700-429f-9cb4-2997adbec973&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-on-accessing-green-spaces-safely

The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport has published guidance for the public, providers
of outdoor sport facilities, elite athletes, personal trainers and coaches on the phased return of sport
and recreation.

It has also issued the ‘stage three’ guidance for elite and professional athletes to resume competitive
sport safely behind closed doors from 1 June.

Shielding

The Department of Health and Social Care has updated guidance on shielding and protecting people
defined on medical grounds as extremely vulnerable, to bring it in line with changes to the regulations
which come into force on 1 June.

Services for people who use drugs or alcohol

The guidance for commissioners and providers of services for people who use drugs or alcohol has
been updated.

The R number in the UK

The Government Office for Science updated the reproduction number (R) on 29 May to 0.7 - 0.9. R is
the average number of secondary infections produced by one infected person.

Testing

The Department of Health and Social Care has updated the guidance on Covid-19 tests with
information on the new courier collection process for care homes.

It announced that the UK reached the 200,000/day test capacity target on Saturday 30 May, including
capacity for 40,000 antibody tests a day.

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency has announced that it is asking providers
of laboratory-based Covid-19 antibody testing services using capillary blood collected by a finger-
prick, to temporarily stop providing this service until home collection of this sample type has been
properly assessed and validated for use with laboratory tests.

Renting

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has updated the guidance on renting for
landlords, tenants and local authorities to reflect amended regulations and changes to wider
government and public health advice.

Government support schemes

The Government has updated the guidance on the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (furlough
scheme) with information about how the scheme is changing.

The guidance on the Self-Employment Income Support Scheme has also been updated with
information on the extension of the scheme.

Taxation of Covid-19 support payments

HMRC has launched a consultation on draft legislation to introduce rules on the taxation of Covid-19
business support grants. The consultation closes on 12 June.

Social security

The Social Security Advisory Committee has written to the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions
on the statutory scrutiny undertaken on a number of regulations which was brought forward as part of
the Government’s response to the outbreak of Covid-19 in the UK.

Marine development sector

The Marine Management Organisation has announced that it has launched a guide for the marine
development sector which outlines the range of support available.

SAGE minutes


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/elite-sport-return-to-domestic-competition-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#history
https://s4cloudae36f1aac.hana.ondemand.com/data-buffer/sap/public/cuan/link/100/483A205CD4EC9D8429DFFFE5D16CE76EACB728B1?_V_=2&_K11_=414498B7456DE64FA1EE440DA876D93C236C3E54&_L54AD1F204_=&_K13_=160&_K14_=966421ad7b9dd9570b8beebaea77ebc718069079c9b2d9b6cdeb62e1fd9f08aa
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-number-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-reaches-200000-coronavirus-testing-capacity-target-a-day-early
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/action-taken-to-halt-sales-of-fingerprick-coronavirus-covid-19-antibody-testing-kits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-and-renting-guidance-for-landlords-tenants-and-local-authorities#history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/work-out-80-of-your-employees-wages-to-claim-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-legislation-taxation-of-coronavirus-covid-19-support-payments?utm_source=9d2cf472-e151-4177-b493-e92f11a09177&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-letter-to-secretary-of-state-from-ssac
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-assistance-to-help-the-marine-development-sector-from-mmo
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/888844/Marine_OSS_v3_290520.pdf

The Government Office for Science has published the minutes from the Scientific Advisory Group for
Emergencies (SAGE) meetings 1 to 34, up until the beginning of May.

Dentistry

The Chief Dental Officer has written to all dental practices in England to outline the next steps for the
delivery of NHS dental services, as the NHS moves into the second phase of the Covid-19 response.
The letter asks all dental practices to commence opening from Monday 8 June for face to face care,
where the necessary infection prevention and control and PPE requirements are in place.

Farms

The Rural Payments Agency has updated the guidance for farmers, landowners and rural businesses
to reflect farm visits and inspections are re-starting this week.

Special educational provision

The Secretary of State for Education has issued a second notice to modify section 42 of the Children
and Families Act 2014 (the duty to secure special educational provision and health care provision in
accordance with an EHC plan). This modifies the duty on councils to secure or arrange special
educational provision and on health commissioning bodies to arrange health provision in accordance
with EHC plans, so that they can discharge this by using their ‘reasonable endeavours’. The new
notice applies from 1 June 2020 to 30 June 2020.

School attendance

The Secretary of State for Education has issued a second notice to disapply offences for non-
attendance in schools during the coronavirus outbreak. It temporarily disapplies offences relating to
the failure of parents to secure regular attendance at school of a registered pupil. Parents will not be
prosecuted or receive a criminal conviction by not sending their children to school.

The new notice applies from 1 June to 30 June 2020.

Local authority funding

The Local Government Association (LGA) is calling on the Government to provide certainty over
ongoing Covid-19 funding. The LGA’s analysis of May’s returns shows that the extra Covid-19 costs
and losses of income incurred by councils in March, April and May, amounted to £3.2 billion. This has
been met in full by the two tranches of emergency funding provided by government to councils so far,
however local authorities could need £6 billion more to cover the costs of coping with the pandemic
during this financial year.

Local context

Schools

Attendance at schools, by children in priority year groups who are returning today varies from school
to school. In some cases, around 90% of the children in specific years have returned to school, while
in other cases around 50% of year group is attending, alongside the children of key workers and
vulnerable children in other year groups. The initial feedback from schools received by the County
Council, suggests that children are pleased to be back and excited to see their friends.

Hampshire Household Waste Recycling Centres

Hampshire County Council will be establishing a pre-booking system from mid-June for residents to
access Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) to manage demand and reduce queuing traffic.
The system will allow for between 25 - 30,000 visits per week and people will be able to

book several days’ ahead. The new pre-booking system will be operating at all Hampshire HWRCs
from mid-June. Full details on how to book will be available towards the end of this week. Until the
pre-booking system is up and running, additional customer liaison officers are being deployed to
HWRC sites where queuing traffic is causing safety issues or obstructions.

'‘Making History' project


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-publishes-sage-minutes
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/03/Urgent-dental-care-letter-28-May.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-farmers-landowners-and-rural-businesses?utm_source=ff14348c-d60b-4218-80f7-e709cc5b1f15&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate#history
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjkuMjIyMDI3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Fzc2V0cy5wdWJsaXNoaW5nLnNlcnZpY2UuZ292LnVrL2dvdmVybm1lbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy9zeXN0ZW0vdXBsb2Fkcy9hdHRhY2htZW50X2RhdGEvZmlsZS84ODg2ODcvQ29yb25hdmlydXNfQWN0XzIwMjBfTW9kaWZpY2F0aW9uX29mX3NlY3Rpb25fNDJfb2ZfdGhlX0NoaWxkcmVuX2FuZF9GYW1pbGllc19BY3RfMjAxNF9fRW5nbGFuZF9fX05vLl8yX19Ob3RpY2VfMjAyMC5wZGYifQ.YuYA-Cv3OWtYtdW9PWo8vHJ0_mJNrhvNc0nuYAeGtyk/br/79248695542-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjkuMjIyMDI3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Fzc2V0cy5wdWJsaXNoaW5nLnNlcnZpY2UuZ292LnVrL2dvdmVybm1lbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy9zeXN0ZW0vdXBsb2Fkcy9hdHRhY2htZW50X2RhdGEvZmlsZS84ODg2ODcvQ29yb25hdmlydXNfQWN0XzIwMjBfTW9kaWZpY2F0aW9uX29mX3NlY3Rpb25fNDJfb2ZfdGhlX0NoaWxkcmVuX2FuZF9GYW1pbGllc19BY3RfMjAxNF9fRW5nbGFuZF9fX05vLl8yX19Ob3RpY2VfMjAyMC5wZGYifQ.YuYA-Cv3OWtYtdW9PWo8vHJ0_mJNrhvNc0nuYAeGtyk/br/79248695542-l
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disapplication-notice-school-attendance-legislation-changes?utm_source=c3a56e8c-6344-4b28-8dac-f40b879d05a1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.local.gov.uk/coronavirus-certainty-needed-over-ongoing-covid-19-funding-vital-local-services
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/29052020HWRCbooking

Hampshire County Council is inviting residents to be a part of a rare history project with Hampshire
Archives and Local Studies and Wessex Film and Sound Archive, documenting how lives have
changed during the months of living through a global pandemic. The ‘Making History’ project is
welcoming written, audio or video accounts of life during and after the pandemic. Photographs can
also be submitted as well as leaflets, posters, newsletters or similar items issued by Hampshire
organisations such as local government, schools, businesses and voluntary or community
organisations. Register your interest in taking part in Making History by emailing
archives.enquiries@hants.gov.uk

A parallel project - ‘Making History: Making Movies’ - is seeking film content that reflects people’s
experience of life generally in 2020. Five minutes of film (edited, or a straight 5 minutes) can be
submitted, to form part of this larger two-year project to showcase the work of amateur filmmakers
from 1920 to the present day.

Hampshire Music Service

Throughout June, Hampshire Music Service is inviting musicians to join the daily Tuning in Challenge.
The thirty-day challenge sets a different musical activity each day that can be enjoyed by children and

adults.

Bus safety signs

Hampshire County Council is working to post the below informative signs about safe bus travel during
the pandemic at 3250 bus stops (out of the ¢. 5000 active stops in Hampshire). At the 600 busiest bus

stops, pavement waiting areas will be created with social distancing markings. These will be painted
during the next couple of weeks.


https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/290520archivesproject
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/archives/collections/collecting-covid19-archives
mailto:archives.enquiries@hants.gov.uk
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/hms/Tuning-In-Challenge.pdf
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Additional links

¢ Hampshire County Council webpages on coronavirus (including links to press releases):
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus

e Latest information on coronavirus: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

e NHS information on coronavirus: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

e Guidance for local government:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-local-government

e County Councils Network (CCN) coronavirus information pages:
https://www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/coronavirus-information-for-local-authorities/

e Local Government Association (LGA) councillor guidance:
https://www.local.gov.uk/covid-19-outbreak-councillor-guidance

Deborah Harkin
Assistant Chief Executive
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